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synonym for constitutional government. It was the first attempt to
express in legal terms some of the leading ideas of constitutional
government.1
Another document, enrolled on the statute book us 3 Cur I, e l.%
is the Petition of Right, 1628, which contained protests against
taxation without consent of Parliament, arbitrary imprisonment, the
use of commissions of martial law in time of peace and the billeting
of soldiers upon private persons. To these protests the King yielded,
though the effect of the concessions was weakened by the view
Charles T, held that his prerogative powers were not thereby
diminished,	\
It is when we come to the Revolution of 1688 that close atten-
tion must be paid to the enactments embodying the terms of the
settlement which the Lords and the remnants of Charles IL*s last
Parliament arranged with William HI. and Mary. The principal pro-
visions of the Bill of Rights, 1689, which laid the foundations of the
modern constitution by disposing of most of the more extravagant
claims of the Stuarts to rule by prerogative right, were
That the pretended power of ^spending of laws or the execution
of laws by rejgal authority without consent of Parliament is illegal,
That the pretended power of dispensing with lawn or the execution
of laws by regal authority as it hath been assumed and exercised oflate
is illegal.
That the commission for erecting the Into court of commissioners
for ecclesiastical causes and all other commissions and courts of like
nature are illegal and pernicious.
That the levying money for or to the uae of the crown by pretence
of prerogative without grant of Parliament for longer time or in other
manner than the same is or shall be granted is illegal
That it is the right of the subjects to petition the king and all com*
mitmcnts and prosecutions for such petitioning are illegal.
That the raising or keeping of a standing army within the kingdom
in time of peace unless it be with consent of Parliament it against law*
That the subjects which are Protestants may have arms for their
defence suitable to their conditions and as allowed by law.
That election of members of Parliament ought to be free,
That the freedom of speech and debates or proceedings In Parlia-
ment ought riot to be Impeached or questioned in any court or place
out of Parliament,
That ^c§|giveMtpught not to be required nor excessive fines im-
posed nSr cruel and unusual punishments Inflicted, ^ - —
That jurors ought to be duly impanelled and returned and jurors
whieh pass upon men in trials for high treason ought to be free-
holders.
That all grants and promises of fines and forfeitures of particular
persons before conviction are illegal and void,
And that for redress of at! grievances and for the amending,
strengthening and preserving of the laws Parliament ought to be bald
frequently.

